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Hello to all of our wonderful families. We are nearing the end of January and the evenings are getting 

a little lighter - thank goodness! We have continued to have some great learning opportunities and 

exciting visitors to school. Learning about our environment has been enriched for Year 4 and 5 pupils 

with visitors from Surfers Against Sewage (Year 4) and the ‘I love water’ project (Year 5). These are just 

some great examples of how the Lipson Vale team are continually looking in the wider community for 

opportunities and experiences for our pupils. 

 

As a teaching staff we have been thinking about how we can support pupils in making learning stick. 

This is more important than ever as learning has been interrupted for pupils over the last few years. 

Forgetting is a natural process but we have noticed that pupils are finding remembering new learning 

over time a little challenging and this is something that could be limiting for them. Therefore, we have 

been exploring ‘Retrieval Practice’ and researched strategies to use in every lesson that encourages 

long term remembering. We hope that this renewed focus will support all pupils to remember learning 

in a meaningful way that enables them to hold on to the great learning that happens every day. A 

simple tactic that families would use at home to help with this is to ask their child to summarise their 

learning for that day and encourage them to make links between things they know already and new 

knowledge that they have been given. 

 

This week, Faye Nimmo, Co-chair of Governors, helped myself and Mrs Stephens to look at how well our 

new (ish) Relationships Policy is developing across the school. We met with groups of pupils from across 

the school and asked their views on our READY behaviours, READY rewards and the window of 

tolerance. These pupils were brilliant at voicing their opinions on what is working well and what we can 

do next to make things better. It came through strongly that pupils feel that our move to READY 

behaviours is working and the READYs are encouraging positive classroom environments. We now want 

to work a little more on developing understanding around emotions and the window of tolerance. It is 

always important for us to hear the voice of our pupils when we are evaluating new systems in school.  

 

Our term dates for 2022-23 are now on our website for you all to see. We have noticed that the 

formatting is a little off when you look on your phone which we are trying to sort out. Just be aware of 

this! 

 

Thank you to all of our families for your continued understanding around the restrictions that we are 

keeping in place (despite the national easing). Please continue to wear face coverings whilst on site. 

This one small act will go a long way to keeping the community a little safer. 

 

Don’t forget to book your parents evening appointments. Take care and stay safe. 

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

Together we are inspiring a community with a 
bright future. 

Resilience, Collaboration, Responsibility, Bravery, Communication, Self-belief 



 

McIver Cup          

Jesse Scarsbrook                               

‘H’ Cup                

Dexter Woodger-Hall                                      

Each of you are excellent role models for your peers and have shown 

significant determination and effort to your learning. 

Attendance  
We know that we are all having to be a little 

more cautious at the moment; however, for 

those pupils well enough, we still have high 

expectations for daily attendance.  
The highest class 

attendance last week 

goes to... 

Seahorses in FS/KS1 

Dolphins in KS2 

Harris Cup         

Mia Phillips-Slade   

Puffins 89.3 

Coral 91.0 

Seahorses 98.2 

Oysters 88.3 

Mussels 94.3 

Starfish 97.7 

Turtles 88.5 

Sunfish 95.9 

Otters 89.6 

Dolphins 96.6 

Anglerfish 91.5 

Orca 90.7 

Angel Sharks 90.3 

Rays 90.8 

Foundation &  

Key Stage 1 

Key Stage 2 



Things to talk about at home…  

• Have you ever seen sign 

language being used or 

use it yourself? 

• Can you make a list of all 

the different ways we 

communicate with each 

other? E.g. our body 

language, words, actions 

etc. 

• Do you think sign 

language is a skill that 

everyone should learn? 

Recently Year 4’s had a visit from Surfers 
Against Sewage, aka SAS.  They listened 
to a brilliant presentation and the SAS 
visitor was so impressed with the 
children's enthusiasm and knowledge 
about the effects of plastic waste in our 
oceans. 
 
We also learnt about 
ocean acidification and how, due to climate change, the oceans heat up 
and subsequently have a detrimental effect on corals and shellfish 
particularly. The children learnt that microplastics and microbeads continue 
to be an enormous problem in our oceans and that we must all continue to 
reduce our use of plastics in everyday life. We were reminded of Greta 
Thunberg’s saying, ‘no one is too small to make a difference’. Ella said it 

was the best school visitor experience she had ever had!  
 
Maddison was so inspired that she has been doing her own 
litter picking. Well done everyone and Maddison for this 
great work and for making a difference! 



Our Foundation pupils had a wonderful 

surprise this week by the arrival of some 

new painting easels. They have been 

inspired to become artists by mixing 

colours and recreating images from 

memory. Ready for the Tate? 

Year 4 have been researching 

what life was like for working 

Victorian children and learning 

about the different jobs that 

Victorian children had. We 

created paper chain children 

representing a different child 

worker such as a chimney sweep, 

factory worker and coal miner 

and on each one described what 

their work was like. We discovered 

that work for children during the 

Victorian period was mostly 

unpleasant, and usually involved 

difficult and dirty jobs!  

The year 2 recorder group have enjoyed 

performing pieces to their classes, showing 

the range of skills they have learnt.   



Today the orchestra made the most of 

Michael playing the drums and polished 

performances of pieces we have learnt 

this term.  

Year 3 have enjoyed exploring our new class book 'Escape From 

Pompeii' this week. The children have worked hard to learn the 

text by boxing up the story, creating text maps and learning 

actions.  

We are particularly proud of how the children worked 

collaboratively to perform a paragraph to the rest of the class. 

Well done Turtles and Sunfish. 

Year 6 were Bible detectives this week. 

They read through different passages to 

find out what kind of King Jesus was.   



This week Year 1 have been very creative! 

We made our ambulance designs come to life 

in DT. We decorated and glued the wheels and 

axels. Of course, the fun bit was testing them 

out on ramps and evaluating them! 

In English we have been learning about the 

features of non-fiction texts. We started by 

learning all about Captain Sir Tom Moore, but 

now we are learning about a more local hero - 

Mr. Lewis-Cole! 

In maths, we have been playing lots of games 

to learn about subtraction, we have got very 

competitive and fast with our number bonds! 

In PSHE, we had a really important lesson about 

PANTS. We have learned all about staying safe 

and what to do if we ever feel scared or 

worried!  

Year 3 Sunfish were delighted this week to listen to a guitar 

performance by their friends in their music lesson. 

In the third week of their rhythm focus, Year 3 were able to play 

different rhythms to accompany a rap.  



We are Readers 
 

 

 

 

We love seeing children enjoying their books so much that 

they even read them in the playground. It was a pleasure 

to spot some Year 4 children who were unable to put their 

books down at lunchtime this week. 

 

 

 

This week, Travis and Ruby from Orca class were keen to 

share books they have just read. Travis recommends, 

'Gangsta Granny', to children who are David Walliams fans 

and enjoy funny books.  

 

 

 

 

 

In Anglerfish class, Mia and Scarlet are enjoying books they 

have been recommended to read and excitedly shared their 

thoughts so far on 'Rooftoppers' by Katherine Rundell and 'A 

Year Without Autumn' by Liz Kezzler. 

 

Happy Reading! 





Dates for your diaries: 
 

18.02.22  Last day of school before half  

   term break. 

19-28.02.22 Half term holiday. 

28.02.22  First day of new half term. 

18.03.22  Red Nose Day 

08.04.22  Last day of school before Easter  

   break. 

25.04.22  Non pupil day 

26.04.22  First day of summer term.  
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We have continued to focus on our value of resilience over the last 2 weeks. We 

have been concentrating on the emotional side of resilience and identifying how 

we feel when faced with a challenge. We considered how our emotions can be 

limiting or encouraging and thought about ways that we can work towards the 

feelings connected to resilience as being encouraging. 
 

How do you feel when you are challenged? 

@LipsonValePS 

https://www.lvps.co.uk/lunches
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/public/portal/parent/?app=schoolmoney&source=logout&version=20190314

