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Welcome back to the summer term. I do hope that you all had a relaxing Easter break and are feeling 

rested and ready for the term ahead. Our wonderful pupils seem to have recovered well from the business 

of last term and have returned excited for the new learning that they will be taking part in over the coming 

months.  

 

This term is a short but very busy one. We have many statutory assessments happening, with KS2 SATs, KS1 

SATs, Phonics Screen Check and the Multiplication Check (in Year 4) all taking place. We will, of course, 

make sure these important assessments are a stress-free experience for all pupils involved. Teachers in the 

year groups of these statutory assessments will be contacting families with information, if they haven’t 

already done so. 

 

In addition to this being a short term, we have the bank holiday next Monday (2nd May) when the school 

will be closed, as well as 27th May (a day closure due to the Jubilee Bank Holiday within the half term).  

 

In the final week of this term, the whole school will be collapsing the curriculum to focus on Jubilee 

celebrations. This will end with a special event to mark this historic occasion. More details will follow about 

this shortly - including how families can get involved with this event. 

 

News to share 

I am excited to let our families know that Mrs Lucas’ (Turtles) little family will be growing bigger with the 

addition of a new little bundle of joy. She will be finishing this academic year before she starts her maternity 

leave. I know that you will share my congratulations to Mrs Lucas and her family on their wonderful news. 

 

I also need to share with you that Mr Shrimpton (Anglerfish) will be leaving Lipson Vale at the end of this 

academic year. He has secured a new job and will be heading out to Dubai in the summer holidays to start 

a new and exciting adventure teaching abroad. I know that Mr Shrimpton will be greatly missed by pupils 

and staff and I ask you to join me in wishing him all the best. 

 

Also leaving us is Miss Kett (Seahorses). Miss Kett, before coming into teaching, worked on cruise ships; the 

sea is calling her back and she will be returning to a life at sea, travelling the world in style. I know that this 

decision has been a really challenging one to make for Miss Kett and that she will miss school life 

enormously. We will all miss you too, Miss Kett. 

 

We have already begun the recruitment process and I will update you with more information as and when I 

have something to share. 

 

Have a wonderful weekend and take care of yourselves.  

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

Together we are inspiring a community with a 
bright future. 

Resilience, Collaboration, Responsibility, Bravery, Communication, Self-belief 



 

McIver Cup           

Isabelle Diamond       

‘H’ Cup              

Mia Jackson                                                                                             

Each of you are excellent role models for your peers and have shown 

significant determination and effort to your learning. 

Attendance  
We know that we are all having to be a little 

more cautious at the moment; however, for 

those pupils well enough, we still have high 

expectations for daily attendance.  
The highest class 

attendance last week 

goes to... 

Puffins in FS/KS1 

Orca in KS2 

Harris Cup       

Harry Jenkins  

Puffins 94.5 

Coral 84.7 

Seahorses 87.9 

Oysters 92.3 

Mussels 83.0 

Starfish 87.3 

Turtles 87.9 

Sunfish 92.4 

Otters 86.9 

Dolphins 95.3 

Anglerfish 93.8 

Orca 96.9 

Angel Sharks 76.8 

Rays 94.3 

Foundation &  

Key Stage 1 

Key Stage 2 



Things to talk about at home…  

• Do you have any pets at 

home? Share your 

experience of keeping 

animals at home. 

• Can you think of any 

examples of animals that 

people own that aren’t 

pets? E.g. farm animals. 

• Do you think the project, 

Vets for Ukrainian Pets is a 

good idea? Share your 

thoughts about the 

project. Do you think any 

more can be done to help 

the pets of the refugees? 

Attention! 
Please save your home printer ink cartridges and we can raise money for 
our school! 
 
Recycle for Charity is an excellent recycling scheme, which offers us funds 
in return for sending in lots of ink cartridges (see picture). Collect your ink 
cartridges and post into the box in the school reception area.  The box is 
located on the shelf below the lost property box. 
 

Thanks for recycling and helping our school!  
Congratulations to Anglerfish and Angel Sharks for being joint winners in last 
term's Classroom Energy Saving Competition.  Both classes have won an 
extra playtime and will be able to share 'Hope' the polar bear.  Well done! 
Remember to keep caring for the planet everyone!  



Wow! Year 1 have come back ready to learn this term. 

Not only have they all grown over the Easter holidays but 

they have come back focused and excited to carry on 

their learning! 

This term ‘We are explorers’. We had a great first day 

exploring our new role play area. We love the travel 

agents and have been booking holidays all over the 

world. We can’t wait to learn about places nearby and a 

few further away! 

In math's, we have been consolidating our numbers within 

50 and, next week, we are moving on to 100. We have 

been ordering numbers and counting in 2’s and 5’s. 

In geography we have been learning about where we 

live. We know that we live on a big island and that all 

islands are surrounded by water. We had some fun in the 

garden making our own islands!  

Before we broke up for the Easter holiday, our Junior Ten Tors team 

embarked on their first training session. We met at Central Park, where 

we were introduced to all the teams from across Devon and Cornwall 

- around 150 children and all of them as nervous and excited as we 

were! The team were put to work using a survival shelter and given 

some basic First Aid training before heading out for some 

Orienteering in the park. Most of the group navigated using a map 

for the first time and collaborated brilliantly to problem solve when 

they went off course. A great first session - bring on Dartmoor!  



The children in Year 3 were excited to start their new 

Geography topic this week, ahead of the planned visit to 

the Eden Project next week. This term, Year 3 are 

'Rainforest Rangers' and will be researching and exploring 

why rainforests are so important to life on earth, 

specifically the Amazon Rainforest. In the first lesson, the 

children confidently used maps and atlases to remind 

themselves about where we are in the world, as well as 

recall their knowledge about continents. We were all very 

interested to find out where the rainforests are around the 

world, and ask questions about rainforests and the 

Amazon. Did you know that most of the world's rainforests 

can be found in South America, Asia and Africa?  

With an increased likelihood of sunnier weather in the coming months,  

we would like to remind you of how you can help keep your child sun 

safe at school. If possible children should: 

• wear a hat when outside 

• wear a T-shirt or top that covers the shoulders 

• wear sunglasses 

• use sun cream with SPF 30+ 

• drink plenty of water  

 The sun’s rays are particularly strong over the summer and they 

can damage children’s 

skin, leading to serious 

medical conditions in later 

life. Our aim is to ensure 

that your children can 

enjoy being outdoors 

safely.  

Thank you for your help. 



Dolphins and Otters had their first art lesson 

for a new unit focusing on the Artist, Andy 

Goldsworthy. They enjoyed describing the 

variety of sculptures using natural resources 

and sketching their favourite selections.   

This week, Year 4 started a new geography 

enquiry on how volcanoes affect the lives of 

people living near them. In the lesson, we 

recalled some of our previous learning about 

volcanoes and looked at how volcanoes are 

formed. We learned about the different parts 

of volcanoes and the three stages of 

volcanoes - active, dormant and extinct.  

Year 1 enjoyed their music lesson on 

the bus, it was a little chilly, so we 

stayed 'on board' to explore and 

compare the sounds of different 

instruments.  



In the last week of term, Year Six handed in their 

Design and Make projects which they made as 

part of their Home Learning. As always we were 

amazed by the range and quality produced. 

These were accompanied by notes/diaries/

instructions to explain the process they went 

through. It was great to see children learning 

new skills, working with friends and family and 

showing resilience when things went wrong! All 

the projects are on display upstairs.   



Year 3 enjoyed using a pulse and rhythm 

to accompany a rainforest song. Their 

first lesson on the music bus was a great 

success.  

Foundation used hand actions as part of their 

performance of a song about Jack and the 

Beanstalk. More music lessons are planned 

based on this focus over the next few weeks.  

As part of our science and environmental learning, we 

have been learning about how our oceans and seas are 

harmed by rubbish and plastic waste. The children in Year 2 

are busy making a mural using recycled plastic bottle tops 

in order to share this important message. 

We hope to finish this very soon 

and will share our wonderful 

picture with you. 



We are Readers 
 

This week, we received a special delivery from Usborne 

books, thanks to your wonderful support with our 

sponsored read that we undertook last term. We were also able to award the children in 

key stage 1 and key stage 2 who read the most during the Ready, Steady, Read: Jasper 

from Starfish who read for an impressive 860 minutes and Michael from Orca who read for 

an incredible 2,040 minutes, and Henry from Foundation who listened to an amazing 44 

stories, with a book prize.   

 

In Year 3, children have been sharing their enthusiasm for reading and recommending 

books that they have enjoyed to their friends. Thomas in Sunfish class was given the Adam 

Kay book "Kay's Marvellous Medicine" in December for his birthday and is thoroughly 

enjoying reading this book at home. He has written a review of the book and would 

recommend it for children his age (8) and above, especially because it is a long read, at 

nearly 400 pages.  

 

During the Easter holidays, Summer in Sunfish class completed a book review about ‘Master 

Owl Meets Miss Bunny’ and one of her favourite selection of stories by Jill Murphy about the 

Worst Witch. Summer loved reading 'The Worst Witch to the Rescue' and gave this book a 

definite 5 stars out of 5! 

 

Happy Reading! 





The children (and staff) have taken part in lots of 

fun exercise challenges throughout the day today.  

Thanks to your sponsorship donations we have 

raised a total of £744 for the Disasters Emergency 

Committee, Ukraine Humanitarian  Appeal.   

Well done everybody! 



Dates for your diaries: 
 

02.05.22   Bank Holiday—school closed. 

16.05.22   Residential Information           

    Meeting @6pm. 

19.05.22   Tempest Photography-class  

    photos and year group     

    photos for Year 6 and   

    Foundation. 

26.05.22   Year 1 Phonics Screening  

    meeting @3.30pm. 

27.05.22   School closed  

30.05-03.06.22 Half term holiday. 
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In Collective Worship this term we have started back by reminding ourselves of our 

class behaviours that are within and outside of our collective ‘Window of 

Tolerance’. Classes looked back at the behaviours they identified at the start of this 

year and thought about how they are showing these behaviours now and whether 

they needed to revisit any of these as we start the summer term. 

 
What does it feel like to be inside your window of tolerance? 

@LipsonValePS 

https://www.lvps.co.uk/lunches
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/public/portal/parent/?app=schoolmoney&source=logout&version=20190314

