
 Year 6:Living Things and Their Habitats 

 Characteristics Special qualities or appearances that make an individual or 

group of things different to others. 

 Classify To sort things into different groups. 

 Key A key is a series of questions about the characteristics of    

living things. A key is used to identify a living thing or decide 

which group it belongs to by answering ‘yes’ or ‘no’         

questions. 

 Bacteria A single-celled microorganism. 

 Microorganism An organism that can only be seen using a microscope, e.g. 

bacteria, mould and yeast. 

 Microscope A piece of equipment that is used to view very tiny 

(microscopic) things by magnifying their appearance. 

 Species A group of animals that can reproduce to produce fertile 

offspring. 

Key Vocabulary 

Key Question: Can I organise living things using classification systems? 

Working Scientifically 

 Use appropriate scientific language . 

 Ask questions about scientific phenomena and select the most appropriate 

ways to answer, recognising and controlling variables where necessary. 

 Describe and evaluate scientific ideas using evidence from a range of 

sources. 

 Use a range of scientific  equipment to take accurate and precise        

measurements or readings. 

 Record data and results using scientific diagrams and labels, classification 

keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs. 

 Draw conclusions, explain and evaluate their methods and findings, based 

on their data and observations. 

 Raise further questions for investigations, based on data and observations. 

Key Knowledge 

Microorganisms are very tiny living things 

that can only be seen using a microscope. 

They can only be found in and on our     

bodies, in the air, in water and objects 

around us. 

Scientists, called Taxonomists sort 

and group living things according to 

their   similarities and differences. 

Microorganisms are viruses, bacteria, moulds 

and yeast. Some animals (dust mites) and plants 

(phytoplankton) are also microorganisms.  

Helpful Microbes Harmful Microbes 

Bacteria - cheese Bacteria -           

salmonella is a 

bacterium that 

can lead to food     

poisoning. 

Yeast - wine Virus—chicken 

pox and flu are        

examples of viral      

diseases. 

Bacteria - yoghurt Fungi - athlete’s 

foot. 

Yeast - bread 

dough 

Bacteria - plaque 

Penicillium fungi-

antibiotics 

Fungi - mould 


