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Here we are at the end of another term. This has been a tough one too. We have been with faced lots of 

illness amongst our families, staff and across the community and this has made keeping the school running 

to the high standard you expect a bit of a juggling act (with acrobats and jugglers thrown in!). However, 

after we announced our significant outbreak, we felt a renewed effort from the whole community to make 

school a safe place to be. This resulted in us seeing a reduction in cases and many children returning back 

to school. Thank you for helping us to keep school open to all pupils. 

 

No doubt there are more challenges to come with Covid. The rise in positive 

cases suggests that the start of 2022 might be an interesting one to navigate 

and may bring with it some new restrictions. We will take note of all the 

guidance before we return in January and I will update you all with anything 

that you need to know—but first I think we all deserve to switch off and rest for a 

couple of weeks. 

 

Christmas Dinner 

Pupils enjoyed a Christmas dinner this week. The were served by school staff at 

their tables (which, of course, they loved) and ate their lunches with their friends 

in the school hall. It has been a while since we have all been together in the hall 

and this made it all a little extra special. Mr Moore and the PTFA were able to 

get each child a cracker to enjoy with the dinner (thank you!) and these 

provided great entertainment through the reading of the jokes. It was a real 

team effort to get everyone fed and the hall reset for each year groups. My 

thanks go to the whole Lipson Vale and CaterEd team for making this happen. 

 

Nativity and Carol Service 

The recordings of both of these have now been shared with families. The links to 

watch these will be ‘live’ for one week. After this time they will be closed and 

you won’t be able to access them anymore. We have loved watching them in 

school and hope that you can find the time as a family to sit back, relax and 

enjoy watching them together. They do put you in such a Christmas mood. 

 

This is another wonderful Notes from the Vale which is jampacked with great learning from across the 

school. I was reflecting recently that, despite the significant challenges faced this term, pupils at this school 

have achieved a great deal and for that they should be incredibly proud. 

 

I hope that you all manage to properly switch off and have a break over the next few weeks. Enjoy time 

doing the things that you love doing, with the people who make you the happiest. Take care. Stay safe. 

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas. 

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

Together we are inspiring a community with a 
bright future. 

Resilience, Collaboration, Responsibility, Bravery, Communication, Self-belief 



 

Harris Cup 
Ellie Warner 

Reading Cup 
Theo Smee 

‘H’ Cup 
Michael Karim 

Each of you are excellent role models for your peers and have shown 

significant determination and effort to your learning. 

Attendance  
We know that we are all having to be a little 

more cautious at the moment; however, for 

those pupils well enough, we still have high 

Puffins 64.7 

Coral 68.0 

Oysters 93.4 

Seahorses 89.1 

Mussels 92.6 

Starfish 90.8 

Turtles 67.0 

Sunfish 91.1 

Dolphins 94.1 

Otters 91.5 

Anglerfish 90.6 

Orca 81.9 

Angel Shark 81.5 

Rays 88.7 

Key Stage 2 Foundation &  

Key Stage 1 

The highest class 

attendance last week 

goes to... 

Oysters in FS/KS1 

Dolphins in KS2 



Y1 have been getting into the Christmas spirit! 

We have been making our own decorations, sewing 

and even making hats. We had a camp fire and 

s’mores with our friends as a very special treat! We all 

found a stick and roasted our marshmallows on the 

fire. We then squished them on a chocolate biscuit! It 

was very yummy and the perfect treat to end our first 

term in Y1!  

Year 3 choir bubble were able to meet 

today. They enjoyed singing a range of 

Christmas songs. Their Christmas jumpers 

definitely matched their singing.   

In Year 2 we have been busy learning about how 

to have a green Christmas.  The children enjoyed 

learning about how to wrap presents using 

sustainable materials, such as brown paper and 

newspaper, as well as using natural resources 

such as leaves and flowers.   We also discussed 

the impact of glitter and how this microplastic is 

destroying our ocean life.  We loved wrapping up 

our presents!  



Joshua created this amazing piece of 

homework by making ‘Big Ben’. This was part of 

our literacy unit in which we wrote non- 

chronological reports about London during the 

Great Fire of London and London now.  

Year 5 have enjoyed designing and making 

some dips for their Christmas party this week. 

They were inspired by their 'Sustainable 

Development' topic to include seasonal 

ingredients and they also had the opportunity 

to practice their knife skills in the school kitchen. 

In Year 4 we have been enjoying learning about 

Hinduism including Hindu deities (gods and 

goddesses).  Saanvi has been helping us to learn 

about the Puja tray which is used in daily 

worship. She kindly shared with us the 

bindi,  which is the red dot which is often used in 

worship.  We all enjoyed having a bindi on our 

forehead, to help us to understand about the 

Hindu faith.  Thank you Saanvi for sharing this.  



During the last half term, Year 4 have been learning about 

different types of pollution and how we can minimise our 

waste to prevent further harm to our environment and in 

particular, our oceans and marine life. To help bring our 

learning to life, we enjoyed an educational visit to MVV 

Waste for Energy Plant  and had great fun learning about 

what happens to our non-recyclable waste. During the 

trip, we took part in workshops learning about how the 

facility treats waste to generate renewable energy, the 

importance of the 3Rs (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle), took 

part in a quiz and undertook a tour of the facility.  

Year 5 enjoyed 

accompanying a syncopated 

calypso rhythm in their last 

lesson on exploring rounds. 

Lots of year 5 students have 

been delighted that their 

singing skills and pitch control 

have improved.   

Year 2 got to make some amazing moving 

vehicles this week. They worked in teams to 

design and create their vehicles. I think you will 

agree that what they produced was brilliant!  



The children in Year Six were challenged to 

research an aspect of Indus Valley life in order to 

discover more about the Indus Valley Civilisation 

(which they have been studying in their history 

lessons). They then created a poster/slideshow 

which displayed this research and was used to 

present their findings to the rest of the class.  

Year 3 have been really enjoying their art 

lessons this term.  We have learnt about 

landscape art and considered the skills of line, 

tone and shading, as well as perspective.  We 

looked at Plymouth landscapes and created 

our own fabulous pictures.   



We are Readers 
 

This week we received a parcel of free books from Usborne Books. We were able to choose 

exciting new titles from the funds raised in the prize draw undertaken at the end of 

October. Thank you so much for generously buying raffle tickets as the books will be a 

welcome addition to our recently refurbished library. 

 

In Year 6, children have been voting on their preferred book for the Children's Book Award 

- the only national book award voted for solely by children. The children have loved 

helping to select the shortlisted books and voting on their overall preferred title. Jesse has a 

clear favourite and has voted for The Last Bear by Hannah Gold which he claims is 

'absolutely amazing!'. 

 

Year 5 have been enjoying their class story, Who Let the Gods Out? by Maz Stevens and 

we were able to capture the Orca class enjoying it being read aloud in their festive attire! 

Lastly, please keep encouraging your child to read over the Christmas period. Your child 

should have at least one book from school with them to enjoy over the holiday but you 

can also access free online books and audio books on these websites: 

 

Welcome to Open Library | Open Library 

 

Epic | The Leading Digital Library for Kids | Unlimited Access to 40,000 of the Best Children's 

Books & Learning Videos (getepic.com) 

 

Happy Reading! 

https://openlibrary.org/
https://www.getepic.com/
https://www.getepic.com/
https://www.getepic.com/




Things to talk about at home…  

• Did you take part in a 

school play or concert this 

year? Was it online or in 

person? If you have 

experiences of both, 

which do you prefer? 

• Do you enjoy performing 

in front of others in 

general? 

• Do the adults you live with 

enjoy watching you 

perform? 

Emily and Faye have been fabulous Eco 
Champions in Yr4.  They have been doing their 
own beach clean and were very surprised by all 
the things which they found.  Well done to you 
both for making a difference and helping to clean our planet. 
 
Thank you to Mrs Smith for sharing her homemade beeswax 
wrapping. What a great idea and so much cheaper to make it 
yourself. Such a great idea for wrapping up your sandwiches and fruit 
rather than using clingfilm.   
 
Congratulations to Anglerfish  for winning the classroom energy saving 
competition this term with 78 points.   Also well done to Angel Sharks who 
came a close second with 71 & Starfish third with 63.  Great energy saving 
everyone! 

 
Sadly, Dartmoor Zoo are no longer able to take our crisp packets for 
recycling.  However, the good news is that many supermarkets (Tesco & Co-op 
have confirmed) are now taking them along with other soft plastics.  Please try to 
recycle these items at home.  



Dates for your diaries: 
 

 

04.01.21  Non pupil day. 

 

05.01.21  First day back. 

 

Bernice Terrace, Lipson, Plymouth, PL4 7HW 

01752 224801 

 www.lvps.co.uk 

 lipson.vale.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 
Lipson Vale Primary 

This term we will be revisiting our values of ‘Collaboration’ and ‘Bravery’. We 

finished off our thinking around Anti-bullying this week by considering the difference  

we have made in school by being thinking deeply about what bullying is (and what 

it isn’t) and how we can all work together to stop bullying completely. 
 

What does school look like when it is bullying free? 

@LipsonValePS 

https://www.lvps.co.uk/lunches
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/public/portal/parent/?app=schoolmoney&source=logout&version=20190314

