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Well, wasn’t that a short term! And yet what a busy term it has been. I mentioned in a previous NFTV that we 

had statutory assessments taking place across the month of May in Year 2 and Year 6. These assessments 

have now been completed. I cannot express loudly enough how proud I am of the whole school 

community for their patience, resilience and drive throughout. Whether this has been because they are 

completing assessments themselves, or because others are, they have adapted to the changes needed 

with positivity and understanding. I hope that, for the pupils sitting these tests, it has been a stress free 

experience: one with which they have been supported to put their best food forward and show off all of 

their hard work from across the year. We have more statutory assessments coming up next month as well, 

with Year 4 undertaking the ‘Multiplication Tables Check’ and Year 1 completing their ‘Phonics Screening 

Check’. I am sure we will see the same community spirit as we enter these assessments. A reminder to our 

Year 1 families that we are holding a ‘Phonic Screening Check’ information session tonight after school. 

 

Straight after half term we have 2 different residentials taking place. 28 Year 5 and 6’s are off to the Isle of 

Wight for a week and a different 30 Y5 and 6’s are off camping for 2 nights. We know for many of our older 

pupils that this is the first opportunity that they have had to go on a residential and I really hope that they 

are looking forward to going and enjoy their time away. I have the privilege of heading off to the Isle of 

Wight for the week. Whilst I am away I am leaving the school in the very capable hands of Mrs Stephens. 

She will be making sure that the school continues to run smoothly and all pupils take part in great learning in 

a safe and stimulating environment whilst I am away on the residential.  

 

Jubilee celebrations 

It was wonderful to welcome so many families to take part in our Jubilee celebrations this morning. I hope 

that you enjoyed taking part in activities with your child/ren. As well as this, all pupils took part in face-to-

face assemblies, a special Jubilee lunch and listened to our wonderful, talented orchestra play for us. I am 

sure that your celebrations will continue into next week (as part of the official celebrations) and I hope that 

you are able to stop, relax and enjoy yourselves for the extended bank holiday weekend (the weather is 

supposed to be wonderful!). Check out our Facebook page today for Jubilee updates. 

 

Class Photos 

I am sure you were as disappointed as we were to find out that the class photos taken last week were not 

able to be produced. Rest assured that we are putting our thinking caps on to try and find a solution to this: 

a solution that we will communicate after half term. 

 

As today is the last school day of this term, it just leaves me to wish you all a wonderful half term break. 

Whatever you find yourselves up to, I hope that you enjoy every moment and find some time to rest and 

recover. We will be welcoming all pupils back on 6th June for the start of the next term. Heads up reminder 

that we have a non-pupil day on Friday 8th July. 

 

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

Together we are inspiring a community with a 
bright future. 

Resilience, Collaboration, Responsibility, Bravery, Communication, Self-belief 

https://www.facebook.com/lipsonvaleprimary


 

McIver Cup                 

Logan Hartwell             

‘H’ Cup           

Kathleen Stephens                                                                                                            

Each of you are excellent role models for your peers and have shown 

significant determination and effort to your learning. 

Attendance  
We know that we are all having to be a little 

more cautious at the moment; however, for 

those pupils well enough, we still have high 

expectations for daily attendance.  
The highest class 

attendance last week 

goes to... 

Seahorses in FS/KS1 

Rays in KS2 

Harris Cup     

Reuben Smith  

Puffins 95.7 

Coral 92.3 

Seahorses 99.0 

Oysters 92.0 

Mussels 95.7 

Starfish 92.7 

Turtles 95.4 

Sunfish 86.9 

Otters 93.4 

Dolphins 96.9 

Anglerfish 95.5 

Orca 91.0 

Angel Sharks 94.2 

Rays 98.7 

Foundation &  

Key Stage 1 

Key Stage 2 



Things to talk about at home…  

• Is your community or 

school doing anything to 

celebrate the Platinum 

Jubilee? Are there any 

events or activities that 

you are looking forward 

to? 

• The Queen has held her 

role for 70 years! Do you 

think this is a long time? 

Talk about any roles and 

responsibilities you all have 

in your household, e.g. 

feeding pets, preparing 

meals, tidying rooms etc. 

Well done to Sam in Otters class for using his voice to support the campaign 
to reduce plastic waste. 
 
Sam wrote to Luke Pollard, the local MP for Plymouth, asking if he would 
support The Big Plastic Count and emphaising that the UK produces almost 
more plastic waste per person than any other country in the world.  A 
staggering and very concerning fact!  Luke Pollard replied expressing his 
concern for the environment and his involvement in supporting pledges to 
deal with the climate crisis, which he says is an existential threat to 
humanity. 
Sam, your work and support to help the environment will continue to make 
a difference.  Keep using your voice and spreading the word and thank 
you!   
 
Well done to Hermione in Orca for taking part in the Big Plastic Count to 

raise awareness about how we all use way too much single use plastic. Mrs Hardy 
also took part and here are the results: 
 
 
 
 
LET'S ALL TRY TO REDUCE OUR USE OF 
SINGLE USE PLASTICS AND HELP THE 
PLANET.  YOUR PLANET NEEDS YOU!!.gov.uk  
We can all make a difference! 



Our 2022 Junior Ten Tors team have been working very hard 

in preparation for the big event! Over the last 2 weeks the 

team have completed 2 training walks, 2 skills sessions and 

trekked over 19KM in all weathers and over different 

terrains. During our training walks the children have learned 

how to navigate using just a compass, map and the 

surroundings around them. We ate our lunch on the moors, 

perfected wild wees and even heard a cuckoo! Back at 

school we learned how to use stoves to boil water safely 

and put up our tents. The training has been tough, but the 

team have shown fantastic teamwork, resilience and 

READY behaviours throughout. 

We are all looking forward to the big event and 

representing LVPS in June! 



Year 3 have enjoyed planning, writing and presenting their 

alternative fairy-tales over the past couple of weeks, taking 

their inspiration from stories such as Ratpunzal and The True 

Story of the Three Little Pigs. We have loved reading and 

sharing them too. Our rainforest work continues and we 

have been delighted with the range of imaginative and 

creative home learning - well done to everyone involved 

and thank you for sharing your poems and stories, fact files, 

graphs, rainforests-in-a-jar and drawings with us.   

Year 6 have enjoyed 

learning a range of songs 

and reading out extracts 

from their leaver's play, 

Pirates versus 

Mermaids.  Auditions are 

very soon.  



Violin lessons had a different venue this 

week, the music bus. Children are 

preparing for different performances, 

tests and exams which will take place 

after half term.  

Year 1 have had a very exciting week. We went on our final 

school trip of the year and spent the day exploring the 

beautiful, natural moorland up near Burrator reservoir. We 

managed to walk almost 5KM during the day!  Back in school, 

we made the most of ‘Bee Week’. We learned all about bee 

products and based our learning around a fantastic new audio 

book by The Three Engineers. They were so impressed with our 

work they shared it on their social media. Wow! 

We have been getting all ready for the Jubilee by learning 

about the history of our monarchy and all about the Queen. 

On Tuesday, we even had our very own Coronation to help us 

understand how Elizabeth went from being a Princess to a 

Queen. We can’t wait to be a part of history and celebrate the 

Platinum Jubilee!  

The children have had a 

lovely morning exploring in 

the garden. They have 

enjoyed being in the 

beach hut, in the sand pit, 

the writing hut, the ball run 

and discovering sap on a 

tree. 

They helped each other to 

stay safe and to enjoy the 

garden sensibly.  



Last week, as part of their project 'Evolution and Adaptation', Year Six were visited by Adrian 

Chapman in the role of Charles Darwin. They had a jam-packed day of learning all about his 

famous exploration trip on HMS Beagle, where he discovered many new species. They also 

took part in a 'Survival of the Fittest' experiment, comparing the numbers of white and black 

moths that could be collected depending on the background colour of the 'habitat'. Other 

fun activities included a dinosaur hunt, fossil dig and a game called 'Guess the Mystery 

Object'. A great day!  



More from Charles Darwin day... 

This term the year 3 have been 

working hard at developing their 

performance and musicianship skills. 

This week recordings were made of 

their drum and guitar  performances 

Today Leila and Mr Pettit practiced 

and recorded a fanfare for our Jubilee 

assemblies on Thursday. We are really 

looking forward to hearing it.  

Well done to all the children and staff who have 

created this fantastic piece of environmental art. 

They have all worked extremely hard to gather 

plastic bottle tops to make a piece of art with a 

strong message - SAVE OUR SEAS.    

Thank you to all the Year 2 children and The 

Military Club children for this fantastic effort.  What 

an important message and a VERY striking piece 

of art. 



Year 4 enjoyed learning about the Queen, why the Queen became the Queen, the royal 

family and how the Queen is represented in many different ways. In between, undertaking a 

historical enquiry into how far do we know the real Queen Elizabeth II, the Dolphin and Otter 

class have had lots of fun undertaking some Platinum Jubilee themed artwork.  

 

Sophia wowed the Dolphin class with her 

home learning after she brought in a model 

volcano and then made it erupt in the    

playground! 

Iris shared her experience of watching     

caterpillars change into chrysalides and 

emerge as beautiful Painted Lady butterflies 

by bringing in some spin silk and a chrysalis 

for us to look at under a microscope. 



We are Readers 
 

Word Millionaires 

We would like to offer huge congratulations to our Accelerated Reader Word Millionaires. 

To achieve this feat is an exceptional accomplishment and we are incredibly proud of the 

11 students who have demonstrated their commitment to becoming outstanding readers. 

Darcy from Turtles class and Elise from Orcas class are the most recent students to have 

read more than 1 million words this year and join the exclusive club of Word Millionaires with 

Johan from Otters, Isabelle from Turtles, Jack, Maddox and Iris from Dolphins, Ashton from 

Rays and Hermione, Jacob and Mathilda from Orcas. 

 

Book recommendations 

If you are looking for some book inspiration, then the Book Trust compiles a list of 

recommended books for children of all ages each month which you may wish to look 

at: New children and teen books we love in May 2022 | BookTrust 

 

If you would also like a more personalised book recommendation then please speak to 

your child's class teacher. 

 

Happy reading! 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/best-new-books/


Dates for your diaries: 
 

27.05.22   School closed. 

 

30.05-03.06.22 Half term holiday. 

 

06.06.22   First day back. 

 

08.07.22   Non pupil day. 

 

26.07.22   First day back. 

Bernice Terrace, Lipson, Plymouth, PL4 7HW 

01752 224801 

 www.lvps.co.uk 

 lipson.vale.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 
Lipson Vale Primary 

Continuing with our focus on self-belief, this week we changed the focus from 

developing our own self-belief to thinking about how we can help others when they 

seem to be challenged and/or about to give up. I asked all pupils to consider what 

they needed from others when they were feeling that the challenge ahead of 

them was too much. This prompted some interesting conversations in classes. We 

also recognized and acknowledged the physical feelings we had about challenge 

- naming these helps us to recognise when to ask for help from others. 
How would you describe the feelings you have when faced with a challenge? 

@LipsonValePS 

https://www.lvps.co.uk/lunches
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/public/portal/parent/?app=schoolmoney&source=logout&version=20190314

